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A natural hazard is an event in nature 

that can cause extensive damage to 

land and property, and that threatens 

human lives. 

Most natural hazards are related to one 

of two energy sources—the Sun, or 

Earth’s hot core. Earth’s weather, driven 

by the Sun, is part of the external ener-

gy system.  

Weather-related natural hazards in-

clude hurricanes, flooding, and slump-

ing.  


