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Phoenicians lived in what is present day 

Lebanon. Unlike the Mesopotamians they 

were ship builders, sailors and traders.  

They established the cities of Sidon and 

Tyre.  The Phoenicians traded in Africa 

and  took wine, olive oil and pottery. 

 Sailing the seas they also took cedar 

wood from Lebanon’s forest and purple 

dye from sea snail shells. 

Phoenician metalworkers were skilled in 

engraving gold and silver objects. Some of 

them specialized in carving wood, ivory 

and glassware. 

The Phoenicians settled in Cyprus, Crete 

and North Africa. 
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