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Settlers moving to the Southeastern U.S. wanted land 

that belonged to the Indians.  The U.S. federal and 

state governments saw the Indians as a problem and 

the settlers wanted the Indian’s land to farm on. 

So in 1830, U.S. Congress passed and Andrew Jackson 

signed the Indian Removal Act.  This act ordered the 

removal of American Indians in the Southeast.  The 

U.S. government called this area Indian Territory. 

The Indian Removal Act first affected  the Choctaw, 

Chickasaw, Creek and Seminole.   

However, many of the tribes including the Cherokee 

refused to leave their homelands. 

The Indians tried to keep their lands, but the U.S. 

government through treaties and warfare took their 

lands. 

The journey from the Southeastern U.S. to Indian Ter-

ritory in the west was a long and difficult journey. 

Over 4,000 Cherokee died on the journey and the 

Cherokee named it “the trail where we cried”, which 

became known as the Trail of Tears. 


